
 
 

  

Minnesota Organization on Adolescent Pregnancy, Prevention and Parenting 
1619 Dayton Ave, Suite 111 • St Paul, MN 55104   
651-644-1447 • fax 651-644-1417 • www.moappp.org 

                                                

 
 

 

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS  

IN MINNESOTA TEENS1

Some 19 million new STIs occur each year, almost half of them 
among young people aged 15–24.2  The United States has the 
highest STI rate of any industrialized country in the world.3 In 
the United States, women aged 15-19 have the highest age-
specific chlamydia rates at 28.0 cases per 1,000 women in 2005.  
Although they have rates significantly lower than women, men 
aged 15-19 were still among the highest in the U.S. at 5.1 cases 
per 1,000 men in 2005.4 These trends hold true for Minnesota 
where teenagers have the highest rates of any age group. 
Females are disproportionately affected for both chlamydia and 
gonorrhea (Figures 1 and 3). Chlamydia and gonorrhea are 
shown here because they are the most prevalent STIs in 
Minnesota teens.   
 

 
 
STIs affect some groups disproportionately. For 
example, in the U.S. in 2005, 15-19 year old 
African American women had a chlamydia rate 
over six times the rate of 15-19 year old white 
women (89.7 versus 14.2 cases per 1,000).4 15-
19 year old African American men had a 
chlamydia rate fourteen times higher than 15-19 
year old white men (21.3 versus 1.5 cases per 
1,000).4 Some studies indicate chlamydia 
infection in 18% of street youth and 15% of 
young women in juvenile detention facilities.5 
Minnesota rates of chlamydia and gonorrhea by 
race and ethnicity are shown in Figure 4.  

 
  

Figure 2
Numbers of cases of chlamydia and gonorrhea 

1994-2006 MN (15-19 years)

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

N
um

be
r o

f c
as

es

Gonorrhea
Chlamydia

 

Rate 

Hispan

Native A

Asian/Pacific

African A

 
1 Minnesota Department of Health, STD & HIV Section, 2007. 
2 Weinstock H, Berman S, Cates W, Jr., Sexually transmitted diseases among American youth: incidence and prevale
3 Eng TR, Butler WT, ed. The Hidden Epidemic: Confronting Sexually Transmitted Diseases. Washington, DC: Natio
4 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Sexually Transmitted Disease Surveillance, 2005. Atlanta, GA: U.S. D
5 Alford, S. Advocates for Youth, January 2003 
 

Figure 1
Rate of chlamydia and gonorrhea
 2005 MN (15-19 years, per 1,000)
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Figure 3
Number of chlamydia and gonorrhea cases 

2005  MN (15-19 years)

582
182

3118

615

3703

797

Chlamydia Gonorrhea

Male
Female
Both male and female

 

 Created 6/07 

of chlamydia and gonorrhea by race and ethnicity,  2005 
MN (15-19 years, per 1,000)
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